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RECOGNIZING PHILLIP EARLEY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 5, 2007 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Phillip Earley, of Chil-
licothe, MO. Phillip is an active student at Chil-
licothe High School by participating in many 
extracurricular activities. During his time at 
school, he has received many outstanding ath-
letic and academic achievements. 

Phillip has been actively serving his student 
body and teammates by participating in C– 
Club and football. For his excellence in foot-
ball, he was selected for the All District First 
Team Offense and the All Conference Second 
Team Offense and Defense. He also received 
the honor of being selected by the Missouri 
Sportswriters to the Class 3 All State Football 
Team. 

Not only has Phillip been honored with 
many awards for his dedication and service to 
his football team, but also has been honored 
for his academic excellence. This includes re-
ceiving the academic letter twice at his school. 

Also, I would like to recognize the coaches 
that have inspired Phillip to achieve his best in 
athletics and academics. These notable 
coaches are Phil Willard, Jeff Staton, and 
Dave Mapel. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in recognizing Phillip Earley. His dedica-
tion and service to his school has been ex-
tremely important to the success of his team 
record and to his academic achievement. I 
commend his exemplary record for of all of his 
athletic and academic honors, and I am hon-
ored to represent him in the United States 
Congress. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 5TH GRADE 
STUDENTS OF PECAN CREEK EL-
EMENTARY 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 5, 2007 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the superior community 
service and dedication of the 5th grade stu-
dents from Pecan Creek Elementary School in 
Denton, Texas. These students volunteered 
many hours to illustrate a children’s book, 
More Than Just a Mvule Tree, which raised 
money to plant trees in Uganda. 

The students’ teacher, Ms. Natalie Mead, 
helped with the project, which sold 600 copies 
of the 24-page first edition book. The sales of 
those books, along with sponsorships, filled 
the village of Wonkonge in Uganda with 170 
Mvule trees. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great honor that 
I stand here today to recognize these students 
and their teacher. The students of Pecan 
Creek Elementary School’s 5th Grade class 
have shown commitment to their local and 
international community. I am honored to rep-
resent them in the 26th District of Texas. 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
CASEY CLIFF FOR PLACING SEC-
OND IN THE MANCHESTER 
UMBRO INTERNATIONAL CUP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 5, 2007 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Casey Cliff competed in Eng-

land’s largest youth soccer tournament; and 
Whereas, Casey Cliff showed hard work 

and dedication to the sport of soccer; and 
Whereas, Casey Cliff has broadened her 

abilities and skills in the sport of soccer; and 
Whereas, Casey Cliff was a supportive team 

player; and 
Whereas, Casey Cliff always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the field; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with her friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Casey Cliff on placing 
second in the Manchester Umbro International 
Cup. We recognize the tremendous hard work 
and sportsmanship she has demonstrated. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF COMMANDER 
PAMELA MELROY 

HON. JAMES T. WALSH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 5, 2007 

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today on behalf of myself and Mr. KUHL 
of New York to recognize Pamela Melroy; 
Commander of the Space Shuttle Discovery 
Mission STS–120. 

Ms. Melroy has become just the second fe-
male shuttle commander in NASA’s history. 
Despite NASA being comprised of approxi-
mately 19 percent women, there are currently 
no other female pilot-astronauts within the 
agency, which makes it probable that Com-
mander Melroy may also be the last woman to 
command a space shuttle before the program 
ends in 2010. 

As a member of a military family, Melroy 
spent her childhood living in many towns, but 
considers Rochester, NY, her hometown. She 
graduated from Bishop Kearney High School 
in Rochester and earned her bachelor’s de-
gree in physics and astronomy from Wellesley 
College. Melroy continued her education and 
received her masters of science degree from 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

Commander Melroy served in the United 
States Air Force from 1983 until 2007. During 
her career in the Air Force, she flew combat 
missions in Iraq, and eventually graduated 
from the Air Force’s exclusive test-pilot school. 
Over the span of her 24-year career, she 
logged 5,000 hours of flight time in 45 different 
aircrafts. 

Pamela Melroy began her astronaut career 
in 1994 when she was selected as a can-
didate by NASA. Prior to her becoming Com-
mander of Discovery, Melroy worked on a 
number of projects and took on a number of 
roles within NASA. She served on the Colum-
bia Reconstruction Team, as deputy project 
manager for a crew survival investigation 
team, and as a pilot on two space shuttle mis-
sions. 

Pamela Melroy became the second female 
space shuttle commander on October 23, 
2007 when mission STS–120 launched. This 
delivered the Harmony module to the Inter-
national Space Station in order to prepare the 
station for future missions. Melroy follows in 
the footsteps of fellow Upstate New York na-
tive Eileen Collins, who was the first female 
space shuttle commander. 

Throughout her career Commander Melroy 
has served as a valuable co-worker and lead-
er and is highly respected by those who work 
with her. Her contributions to her country as a 
member of the Air Force and as an astronaut 
are invaluable. Inspired by Apollo missions 
when she was younger, Melroy herself serves 
as an inspiration by showing how far women 
have come in the space program. 

Representative KUHL and I thank Pamela 
Melroy for her dedication and service to her 
country as a member of the Air Force and as 
an astronaut and congratulate her on a suc-
cessful career thus far. She has and will con-
tinue to be a true leader and an excellent role 
model for young people today. 
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A TRIBUTE TO MRS. MAGGIE 
BAKER 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 5, 2007 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay to Mrs. Maggie Baker. 

Mrs. Baker was born in Alabama and mi-
grated to Brooklyn, NY, where she married 
Jessie Baker, Sr. She and her husband of 45 
years are the proud parents of 5 sons, 1 
daughter, and 20 grandchildren. 

Mrs. Baker is most recognized for her years 
of service with the board of education until 
2004. A dedicated member of New Canaan 
Baptist Church, Mrs. Baker has served as 
president of the usher board and as a Sunday 
school teacher for more than 31 years. Al-
though she is actively involved in other com-
munity organizations, Mrs. Baker enjoys 
spending quality time with her family and trav-
eling. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to recognize 
the impressive achievements of Mrs. Maggie 
Baker for her commitment to the Brooklyn 
community. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to a great individual 
of high morals, ethics, and integrity. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ST. CATHERINE OF AL-
EXANDRIA PARISH IN OAK 
LAWN, ILLINOIS 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 5, 2007 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor St. Catherine of Alexandria Catholic 
Parish as they celebrate 50 years of commu-
nity, faith, and service. Throughout their his-
tory, the parishioners of St. Catherine’s have 
served commendably as a pillar of the Oak 
Lawn community, and I am pleased to honor 
their 50th anniversary. 
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